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February 1, 2010 

[Name] 
[Agency/Organization]
[Address]
[City, State, Zip] 

Re: Northern and Eastern Dutchess County Communities Regional  
Hazard Mitigation Planning Project 

Dear [Mr./Ms.] [Name],

     Across the United States and around the world, natural disasters occur each day, as 
they have for thousands of years.  As the world’s population and development have 
increased, so have the effects of these natural disasters. The time and money required to 
recover from these events often strain or exhaust local resources.  The purpose of hazard 
mitigation planning is to identify policies, actions, and tools for implementation that will, 
over time, work to reduce risk and the potential for future losses.  Hazard mitigation is 
best realized when community leaders, businesses, citizens, and other stakeholders join 
together an in effort to undertake a process of learning about hazards that can affect their 
area and use this knowledge to prioritize needs and develop a strategy for reducing 
damages. 

     Section 322, Mitigation Planning, of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (“the Stafford Act”), enacted by Section 104 of the Disaster 
Mitigation Act of 2000 (“DMA 2000”), provides new and revitalized approaches to 
mitigation planning.  Section 322 continues the requirement for a State mitigation plan as 
a condition of disaster assistance, and establishes a new requirement for local mitigation 
plans.  Local jurisdictions must now have a hazard mitigation plan approved by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in order to be eligible to apply for 
grant funding to undertake hazard mitigation projects.  

     While the Northern and Eastern Dutchess County Communities (hereafter referred to 
as the “NEDCC”, including the following nine jurisdictions in Dutchess County, New 
York:  the Towns of Amenia, Beekman, Dover, Milan, North East, Pawling and Pine 
Plains; and the Villages of Pawling and Millerton) have always sought ways to reduce 
their vulnerability to hazards, the passage of DMA 2000, in conjunction with the 
devastating effects of the widespread flooding that occurred in the Ten Mile River valley 
in 2005 and 2007, helped local officials to recognize the benefits of pursuing a long-term, 
coordinated approach to hazard mitigation through hazard mitigation planning. The 
NEDCC has received grant funds from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
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(FEMA) for the purpose of developing this very hazard mitigation plan.  Funding was 
received under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program for development of a multi-
jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan for the NEDCC.   

     Our nine communities initiated the planning process with a Kickoff Meeting in 
September 2008. Our process is nearing completion, and the Draft Hazard Mitigation 
Plan was recently released.  Our Northern and Eastern Dutchess County 
Communities Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan represents the collective 
efforts of nine participating jurisdictions, the general public, and other stakeholders.
Natural disasters cannot be prevented from occurring.  However, the continued 
implementation of this plan over the long-term will gradually, but steadily, lessen the 
impacts associated with hazard events in our communities. 

     The NEDCC would like to invite you to peruse the draft plan at your leisure, and 
would welcome any comments you may wish to share with us.  The plan is available for 
download on the web at: 

www.townofdover.us/AHMP.cfm 

     If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 845-877-3410. Thank you for 
your time. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Katie Palmer-House 
NEDCC Local Liaison 
Town of Dover 
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AHMP Outreach Letters sent Feb. 1, 2010

Dr. Craig Onofry, Superintendent 
Dover Union Free School District 
2369 Route 22 
Dover Plains, NY  12522 

Mr. Lee Bordick
Webutuck Central School District 
P.O. Box 405 
Amenia, NY  12501 

Mr. Joseph Sciortino, Superintendent 
Pawling Central School District 
7 Haight St. 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Ms. Linda Kaumeyer, Superintendent 
Pine Plains Central School District 
2829 Church Street 
Pine Plains, NY 12567 

Mr. Ken Hale 
Harlem Valley Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 376 
Amenia, NY  12501 

Fire Chief Aaron Scherer 
J. H. Ketcham Hose Co. 
P.O. Box 706 
Dover Plains, NY  12522 

Fire Chief Shawn Howard 
Amenia Fire Company   
P.O. Box 166 
Amenia, NY  12501 

Fire Chief Scott Boardman 
Wassaic Fire Company 
Firehouse Rd. 
Wassaic, NY  12592 

Fire Chief Jason Watson 
Millerton Fire Company  
P.O. Box 733 
Millerton, NY  12546 

Pawling Fire Chief 
Pawling Fire Co. 
P.O. Box 132 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Fire Chief 
Pine Plains Hose Co. 
7 Lake Rd. 
Pine Plains, NY  12567 

Chief Greg Becker 
Milan Volunteer Fire Dept. 
900 Route 199 
Milan, NY  12571 

Mr. Edward Murray, CEO 
Northern Dutchess Paramedics 
P.O. Box 672 
Rhinebeck, NY  12572 

Mr. John Murphy, Coordinator 
Dutchess Co. Dept. of Emergency Response 
392 Creek Rd. 
Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 

Mr. Ken Davidson, Chief Deputy Coord. 
Dutchess Co. Dept. of Emergency Response 
392 Creek Rd. 
Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 

Mr. Willis McCree 
American Red Cross, Dutchess Co. 
103 Hooker Ave. 
Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 

Mr. Dave Cadwell 
EMS Institute at Sharon Hospital 
P.O. Box 91 
Sharon, CT  06069 
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